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Chicago  prices  of  each  grade  of  slaughter 
[steers  in  May  were  higher  than  last  May,  but  the 
'best  grades  were  up  most.    The  spread  between 
laverage    prices   of   Prime   and  Choice   and  of 
iCommon  steers  was  $6.88  per  100  pounds  in  3 
weeks  of  May.     In  May  1949  the  spread  was 
$4.05.     A  short  supply  of  best-quality  steers 
ithis   winter  and   spring  has  caused  the  price 
spread,    though    narrowing    seasonally,    to  be 
wider  than  last  year. 

Prices  of  each  grade  except  the  top  have 


risen  for  3  months,  but  the  greatest  advance 
has  occurred  since  mid-April.  Only  for  Medium 
and  Common  grades  is  an  increase  u sual  at  this 
time  of  year.  Nearly  all  meat  animal  prices 
rose  in  lace  April  and  May,  apparently  because 
of  a  stronger  demand  for  meat. 

If  demand  levels  off,  prices  of  the  lower 
grades  are  expected  to  decline  seasonally  dur- 
ing the  summer,  but  those  of  the  upper  grades 
may  strengthen  further  and  reach  a  peak  in  late 
summer  or  early  fall. 
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THE    LIVESTOCK    AND    M  E  "A  T  SITUATION 


Approved  by  the  Outlook  and  Situatiori"  Board,  I.(iay  24,  1950 

Prospects  are  for  seasonally  high  prices  of  most  classes  of  meat 
animals  this  suinner.  Some  reaction  from  the  rapid  April- iiay  price  rise 
may  first  occur,  but  further  advances  are  likely  later. 

Nearly  all  classes  participated  in  the  Aprii-i'iay  uptrends  Prices 
of  hogs  rose  most,.     Slaughter  ewes  were  the  only  market  class  of  livestock 
for  which  prices  declineda 

Barrovrs  end  gilts  climbed  $5,50  per  100  pounds  from  mid- April' to 
mid- May,     Their  average  of  ^^19  , 46  at  Chicane  the  week  ended  May  20  ue.s 
the  highest  since  last  September  and  v/as  63  cents  above  the  price  in  the 
same  May  week  of  last  year.     In  all  weeks  of  January  through  April,  prices 
of  barrows  and  gilts  v;ere  lower  than  a  year-  earlier,  usually  by  ^Z»00  to 
$4«00, 

Prices  of  Choice  and  Prime  steers  for  slaughter  v/ere  steady  as 
market  supplies  of  that  grade  increased  seasonally,  but  prices  of  all 
other  grades  of  slaughter  steers,  stockers  and  feeders^  and  cows  ad- 
vanced in  price*     Prices  of  all  grades  and  classes  of  cattle  in  mid-May 
were  substantially  higher  than  in  May  1949,  and  close  to  the  records  for 
the  month  set  in  May  1948« 

Most  likely  to  go  up  further  this  summer  are  prices  of  barrows  and 
gilts,  for  v/hich  it  is  the  high  season.     Prices  of  vfell-f inishe d  cattle 
may  also  strengthen  further.    Peaks  for  both  may  be  reached  in  late  sumer 
or  early  fall,    A  seasonal  decline  in  hog  prices  —  probably  at  least  an 
average  decline       is  expected  next  falic     Prices  of  top  grade  cattle  may 
fall  off  moderately?-. 

Prices  of  stocker  and  feeder  cattle  and  lovrer  grades  of  slaughter 
steers  will  probably  decline  during  the  summer,  although  strength  in 
prices  of  well- finished  steers  may  be  delaying  their  seasonal  dov/nturn. 

Marketings  of  barrows  and  gilts  for  slaughter  promise  to  be  only  a 
little  larger  this  summer  than  last.  Marketings  of  well- finished 
slaughter  cattle,  which  to  date  this  year  have  been  small  relative  to  the 
record-large  volume  of  cattle  feeding,  are  expected  to  increase  m.aterial- 
ly  in  the  next  few  months.  Total  cattle  slaufrhter  has  averaged  slightly 
belov;  last  year  but  is  expected  to  about  equal  1949  during  the  summer  and 
be  larger  than  1949  during  the  fall. 

Prices  for  sheep  and  lambs  are  likely  to  decline  seasonally  this 
summer,  but  perhaps  not  as  much  as  usual.    Prices  v;ill  probably  remain 
comparatively  high.     Sheep  and  lamb  slaughter  in  April  end  May  was  larger 
than  last  year  but  in  months  to  come  it  is  expected  to  be  smaller  than  a 
year  earlier© 
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The  highor  prices  for  meat  arJ.iaals  in  late  /pril  e.nd  May  perallel- 
ed  a  rising  -rend  for  retail  p.-'ioes  of  nieate    -iIovT-ever,  weekly  production 
cf  r.:eat  undei"  Federal  iriopeotion  j-'Ps  equy.l  to  or  larger  than  a  year  earli- 
er.    'Deinn.iid  for  ireat  apparently  has  strengbhencd  this  sprin^c!;^     The  in- 
crease in  demand  is  the  first,  aside  fron  Uijuax  seasonal  chsnjos,  since 
the  sunnier  of  l'^4S,.     iTc vertheless^,  the  retail  value  of  meat  consuired  has 
no  nore  than  held  its  ovrn  vrith  ths  increase  in  personal  incomes  occurring 
this  year,  and  relative  'zn  incomes  it  is  slightly  belo-.v  aveia,'z;Oe  T'^T.and 
for  ineb.t  is  likely  to  remain  a  little  below  prev^ar  a':^erage  relationships 
to  incoir^.    The  long-run  outlook  is  for  demand  to  increase  substantially, 
even  though  it  mi^t  represent  a  slowly  declining  pa^-t  of  total  national 
incomes  and  expenditures, 

REVIEV^  Am  OUTLOOK 

IJo st  Livestock  Prices 
Sharply  Higher 

Prices  of  moa':  animals  have  advanced  ri.ridlj'"  begirnlng  in  mid- 
April*     Prices  of  harrovs  and  gilts  rose  most,  but  almost  e.ll  classes 
moved  up©     It  vre.s  the  most  nearly  uniforn  price  incx-ease  since  Hay  1&49* 
In  the  12  months  interveningj  price  movemsnis  rad  differed  among  classes 
and 5  exoont  for  a  p:ro-<dn<<;  v-eskaesc  in  hog  prices,  7;ere  r.ainly  scasonalc 

^'leat  ■orodi 'Ction  under  Federal  ins'oecbion  increases?  week  by  -.''eok 
in  .^pril  and  declired  o-^ly  i.,oderateiy  in  Eay,  It  has  been  as  lar^e  or 
larger  than  a  year  earlier.  Since  meat  supplies  vrere  .7611  maintained, 
the  hi-'^her  prices  of  meat  animals  ere  ascribed  primarily  to  a  stronger 
de:^nd,. 

Prices  o^  barrows  and  gilts  at  Chicago  climbed  '^■;?,50  per  100  pounds 
from  mid-i^.pril  to  nid-May«    Their  pvere^e  of  ,>19.46  the  T.eek  ended  j.te.y  20 
T/as  the  highest  since  last  September  and  63  cents  above  the  price  in  the 
same  liiay  •'veek  last  yerr.     In  all  v;eeks  of  January  through  April,  prices 
of  barrov^s  and  gilts  viere  lower  than  a  jrear  earlier,  us^-.ally  hy  .'vS^OO  co 
$4.00,     Prices  of  sows  increased  less  in  April-iviay  than  bsrrov/s  and  gilts, 
but  in  mid-May  they  too  v,-ore  highsi  than  a  year  earlier,    Althoup^.  Tiricos 
of  hog?  were  about  due  to  rise  seaGonally,  thene  ir.crcaGes  v.ere  c-ariier 
and  much  faster  than  usualo 

Prices  of  well- finished  cettle,  which  usually  decline  at  this  time 
of  year,  were  strong  in  April  and  jl^ay*     For  -che  Choice  and  Primie  slaugliter 
steers,  prices  ■^■ece  steady  as  market  supplies  increased*     For  Good  grade 
steers,  prices  rose  to  an  a^i-ei'age  of  •■^29, 00  per  100  pounds  at  Chicago  in 
early  I^ay,  about  >'-2«00  more  thrn  in  mid- April  and  •'^■4,00  more  thar.  in  Hay 
1949,     Feeder  and  stocker  steers  at  Kansas  Oity  broufht  more  than  si27,00, 
UD  $la50  or  mtore  from  mid-April  and  "^-^oOO  from  a  ye^ar  before.     Prices  of 
all  grades  and  classes  of  cattle  Y:ere  close  bo  the  records  for  Ilay  set 
two  years  ago. 

Prices  of  lambs  v.^ere  steady  to  slight Ij?-  higher  in  Ar>ril-May, 
Slaughter  eves  declined  steadily  in  price,  the  only  market  class  to  do  so. 
The  season* s  p?ak  for  iamb  prices  is  usually  in  April  or  May,  but  for  ewes 
it  is  about  a  month  earlier. 
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Table  !•-  Market  prices  per  100  poundr  for  select'=^d  classes  of  meat  animals, 

by  weeks  J  Msrch-May  1960 


sSlaiighte 

r  steers,: 

Stocker  and 

:Veal3r c ; 

:E arrows 

t Slaughter  lambs. 

T/eek  ! 

!  Chic 

 J 

feeder' 

:Good  and 

:  and 

:        woo led. 

ended 

!  Good  : 

Average, : 

steers. 

: Cho  io  e , 

i  gilts  J. 

?Good  and  Choice, 

grace  : 

4  grades:] 

Kansas  Oitj  l/r Chicago 

: Chic ago 

:  Chicago 

Do  lic.rs 

rdlr.rs 

rpllars 

rcllai-s 

Dollars 

Dollars 

fiarch  4  ; 

:  27.30 

25.61 

16.88 

26.89 

11  J 

t  27.49 

25e85 

25.  /  2 

28,80 

16.84 

or?     O - 

IS 

t  27.31 

25,68 

£S  0 1  25 

29.00 

16.45 

26.78 

25  ! 

!  27.15 

25.87 

25.25 

29.00 

16,09 

27.10 

April  1  1 

!  27.40 

26.29 

25.23 

30.15 

15.86 

26.40 

8  J 

'  27.44 

26.47 

25.40 

29.20 

15.94 

26.25 

15  1 

I  27,39 

26.60 

25,82 

29*55 

16.06 

26,30 

22  I 

!  27,18 

26.60 

25,88 

29.20 

16.26 

26.55 

29  i 

>  28.44 

27.85 

26.04 

29.90 

16,97 

27.25 

May      6  ; 

1  23.85 

28.48 

26.32 

29,90 

1  7  '^^ 

27.42 

13  " 

:  28-.92 

28.70 

on  -^q 

30.60 

19.14 

26,88 

•  29a20 

28,99 

27.68 

30.95 

19.46 

27.02 

"i/  Avsrage  for  all  v>-eights  and  grades 

Compiled  from  LivsstocI^;  A'p.rket  Lews,  Livestock  Erai'oh,  PM. 


Meat  Production  in  April-IIay 
Above  Last  Year^  ' 

Weekly  production  of  meat  increased  in  April  whila  prices  "^rere 
rising,  and  averaged  a  little  larger  than  in  April  1949.     Prcduction  de- 
clined in  Jile.y  but  averaged  at  least  equal  to  last  ley. 

Hog  slaughter  rose  to  1,103  thousand  head  the  week  ended  April  29, 
then  b^5gan  a  seasonal  decline^    Pork  producoion  has  been  steadily  above 
last  year. 

Cattle  slaughter  increased  somewhat  aft-r  early  April  as  supplies 
of  v/ell-firii!hed  fed  cattle  expanded  seasonall^r,.  The  number  slaughtered 
under  Federal  inspection  in  May  v/as  about  equal  to  liay  1949,  but  average 
sjaughter  v/elghts  were  lighter  and  beef  production  was  a  little  smaller, 

Thi'ough  mid-i.Iay.,  sheep  and  lamb,  slaughter  regained  above  the  very- 
low  year-earlier  levels 

Demand  for  Meat  Strono;er 

Fcl lowing  Proloinyed  Decline 

Higher  prices  for  meat  animals  in  April  and  May  paralleled  rising 
price  trends  in  retail  prices  of  meat^     Retail  prices  as  reported  at 
Baltimore  each  Wednesday  by  the  Production  and  Marketing  Administration 
shov/ed  gains  between  April  12  and  May  17  for  24  cf  27  meat  items.  Many 
increases  were  of  5  to  8  cents  per  pound,  or  around  10  percent.  Demand 
for  meat  apparently  strengthened  considerably  this  spring. 
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Just  after  the  war,  demand  for  meat  was  unusually  strong  relative 
to  consumers*  incomes.     In  the  suiraner  of  1948,  deir5.nd  rose  to  an  all-time 
higho     It  then  vroakoned..  beginning  a  prolonged  decline.     In  1949,  the 
retail  value  of  meat  consumed  averaged  sliglitly  belcw  a  prewar  relation- 
ship to  inociTiOs,    The  ind«x  of  retail  mlue  of  consumption  iu  1949  was 
243  oo-npared  viizh  an  index  of  disposable  pesrsonal  income  of  250  (1935- 
39*100),     (Table  2,) 

In  the  first  quartar  of  1950,  the -retail  value  of  consumption  v;as 
slightly  below  both  tho  first  quarter  of  1949  and  t'ne  2  949  average.  It 
was  apparently  unaffected  by  the  substantial  increase  in  personal  inooines 
at  the  time. 

Much  of  the  decline  in  demand  for  meat  the  last  two  years  is  attri- 
buted to  a  growing  wealcness  in  demand  for  pork,  and  especially  in  demand 
for  the  fat  cuts  of  pork.    The  r  etail  value  of  pork  consumption  in  the 
first  quarter  of  1950  was  do^vn  8  percent  from  a  year  earlier.    The  retail 
value  of  beef,  on  tho  other  hand^  was  up  a  little  from  the  first  quarter 
of  last  year. 

y.esit  prices  this  spring  responded  to  the  larger  personal  incomes 
of  this  year*    They  inoreo.sed  faster  than  last  spring.     For  the  second 
quarter,  prices  of  beef  v/ill  average  ccnsiderablj/  r^igher  than  a  year 
earlier,  and  prices  of  pork  moderately  lower •-     Heat  consumption  in  the 
second  quarter  viill  probably  be  as  large  as  the  54^9  pounds  per  person  in 
that  period  last  year.    With  as  icuch  or  mere  meat  as  a  year  earlier^  and 
a  higher  average  price  for  all  neat  combinedj  the  retail  value  of  con- 
sumption vd.ll  be  larger.    On  a  seasor.c^lly  adjusted  basis  it  will  exceed 
also  the  figure  for  the  first  quarter  this  year© 

The  strengthening  this  spring  is  the  first  material  increase  in 
demand  for  meat  since  the  summer  of  1948 o     IJeve.rtheless ,  the  gain  in 
demand  is  probably  no  greater  than -the  rise  that  has  occurred  in  incomes. 
The  retail  value  of  meat  consumed  is  probably  remaining  sli^tly  below  a 
prewar  average  relationship  to  incomes. 

It  is  unlikely  that  der.and  for  meat  will  increase  much  more  in 
coming  months  or  the  ne::t  year  or  tvvo,  unless  it  is  stimulated  by  a  further 
rise  in  personal  incomeBo  The  retail  value  of  meat  consumption  will  probably 
hold  slightly  below  a  prev/ar  average  relationship  to  income.    There  are 
several  reasons  for  thisc    A  minor  one  is  the  prospective  continued  weak- 
ness in  demand  for  fat  cuts  of  porkc    Ilore  important  is  the  slov/  long-run 
decline  in  the  volue  of,  and  expenditures  for,  meat  relative  to  total  in- 
com.esa     In  an  expanding  industrial  nation  suoh  as  tho  United  States,  the 
production  and  value  of  meat^,  end  of         foods  combined,  will  not  rise  as 
fast  as  the  output  and  value  of  industrial  goods.     Therefore,  even  though 
the  value  of  all  meat  expands  absolutely,  it  becomes  a  smaller  proportion 
of  total  national  income » 
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Table  2,-  Retail  value  of  meat  oo:-.sUiaed  compared  Y^-ith  disposatle  personal  income;, 

seasonally  adjr.s'jodp  by  quarber-year .  1948  to  date 


Quarter 

vear 


1P48 

Jaria-Mar* 
Apr* -June 
Jt-ly-Sopt, 
Oct...  Dec, 
Year 

1949 

Jsn^-Marv 
AdTo- June 
July- Sept. 
Oct  -Deo. 
Year 

1950 

Jsn, -Mar, 

1943 

Jen,-J;lar» 
Apr  3 - June 
Jvlj'-Sept. 
Oct  j«Dec-> 
Year 

1949 

Janc-I.5ari 
Apr.- June 
July- Sept, 
Oct. -Dec.: 
Ye&r 

1950 

Jan. -Mar. 


1948 

Jan.- Mar 0 
Aprc- June 
July- Sept. 
Octe-Dec. 
Year 

1949 

Jan, -Mar. 
Apr, -June 
July-^ept, 
Oct. -Dec  c 
Year 

1950 

Jane -Mar, 
y  Weighted  TT 
niatod  retail 


Actual  ra lu e s 

i  Avei^ag^ 
Civilian    :  retail 


All  meat 

TZi  »r ^^^^ 

tCo  Asumpticn 


for  seasonal  variation 


Retail 


;  Index  nuaiber.^  1935- 39gl00 
Retail      : Disposable 


cons'.impti  on: 

price  : 

per 

:  price 

:    value  of 

:  personal 

per  capita  \-oor  pouad  ; 

C  ri  !_)  i  U  t*. 

*      i  Tic*.  OTne 

;p©r  ^^apita  2/ 

:per  capita 

Pounds 

Ceiils 

Pound's^ 

Cent  s 

Percent 

Perc ent 

OO  a.  J. 

36c9 

— — 1» 

261 

243 

35-.'^ 

-•  ■- 

38.2 

- 

285 

253 

?5»4 

282 

\J 

259 

Ky  \j 

58,2 

ZT-Z. 



257 

259 

145 .  4 

T45T4 

271 

254 

57.1 



36, 0 

244 

254 

34.9 

---- 

3y\2 



255 

251 

04a5 

"  — 

06,.  8 

250 

247 

37-5 

53.  3 

223 

247 

143.8 



243 

250 

ij  .'  .  o 

36,.  1 



238 

260 

Beef 

66. 3 

16.0 

G7.6 

271 

243 

15.  5 

73.0 

16.6 

73,4 

303 

253 

15.  o 

80.9 

15,3 

78 » 8 

301 

259 

111?- 

74,3 

14.  V 

74,9 

£74 

259 

62*6 

75.7 

82,6" 

7  3  ."7 

287 

254 

16.0 

64.0 

15.2 

65.2 

257 

254 

16,0 

65.7 

17.3 

66.2 

286 

251 

16  V  3 

68.2 

16.2 

66.4 

268 

247 

1  5  1 

69,3 

14.1 

69,4 

243 

247 

6'374 

66:,8 

63.4 

66,8" 

234 

250 

 15.5 

67c2 

15.  3 

_         68  o4 

_  _  J61__  ^ 

260 

Poi-kj  ex.-lud 

ing  lard 

50.2 

17*0 

51.7 

257 

243 

17,1 

50.  6 

17.3 

51.4 

269 

0  r -z 

14.3 

56,4  • 

16-3 

Pfi  7 

18.6 

52«0 

li6^3 

5 1 9  5 

2  53 

259 

53-4 

5'2;3 

68  a  4 

52  •  0 

262 

254 

17.9 

47.0 

16.6 

48.4 

236 

254 

16 ,1 

47,4 

16.7 

48.2 

235 

251 

14,8' 

49.-4 

17.4 

47  .>6 

242 

247 

18.8 

43,9  . 

16.9 

43,6 

215 

247 

67„6 

46.9 

67,6 

46.9 

252 

250 

18,8 

41.7 

17.4 

42,9 

219 

260 

average  retail' 


price  for  important  cuts 
v/eight  equivalent  of  consumptionc    Because  imch  meat  is 
through  other  than. retail  channels^  this  is  not  consumer  expenditure 


C"oinput*ed  from  ea'ti- 
delivered 
for  meat. 
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Price  Trends  Kay  Be  Upy/ard 
'TiS^ough~Late  ^umr.er 

Prices  cf  most  meat  anime.ls  and  iieab^  usually  trend  higher  during 
the  suMTier,  the  season  of  shortest  supplies.    This  year  a  rise  is  again 
likely^  although  a  brief  period  of  stability  or  of  reaction  from  the  recent 
advance  may  firct  occur.     Prices  of  hogs  vdil  probably  reach  a  seasonal 
peak  in  late  suiTiner.     The  supplies  of  pork  will  be  only  a  little  larger 
this  suiTzcner  than  last,  since  most  of  the  increased  nu.iiber  of  hogs  raised 
from  the  1949  fall  pig  crop  have  already  been  Farketed* 

Prices  of  stocker  and  feeder  cattle  stA  of  the  lovjer  crades  of 

o 

slaughter  cattle  are  likely  to  decline  seasonally  ^juring  the  summer.  On 
the  other  hand,  prices  of  cattle  of  Good  grade  or  tetter  may  strengthen 
further,     TJniess  demand  continues  upv/ard,  a  cumriier  rise  in  prices  of  these 
classes  would  probably  be  moderate,  since  it  7/ould  start  from  a  high  level 
and  would  be  retarded  by  materially  increasing  supplies  of  grain-fed  cattle. 

•   Ivkrket  supplies  of  well-finished  cattle  for  slaughter  have  been  Gm.all 
the  past  v.dnter  and  spring  relative  to  the  reco-'d- large  volume  of  cattle  feed- 
ing.   Through  Liarch^  the  number  of  slaughter  steers  of  "tiie  two  top  grades 
odd  at  three  midv;est  markets  was  down  greatly  from  a  year  earlier*    By  April 
the  supply  of  Good  steers  had  reached  the  corresponding  1949  level.  Choice 
and  Prime  steers,  although  received  in  increasing  numbers,  have  remained  com- 
parrtively  scarce. 

Reduced  marketings  of  top- grade  cattle  ha.ve  resulted  chiefly  from  the 
young  age  and  light  weights  of  the  cattle  put  on  ieed  daring  the  mnter. 
Both  the  Janiiaiy  1  and  April  1  reports  of  cattle  on  feed  showed  that  cattle 
would  be  held  on  feed  until  later  this  year  than  last.    Moreover,  even  though 
many  feeders  have  been  content  ro  take  the  visible  profits  realized  by  bring- 
ing their  cattle  up  to  L'lediuji  or  low  Good  grade,  the  wide  margin  for  Choice 
grade  has  been  an  incentive  for  other  feeders  to  outbid  slaughterers  for 
caf:;le  to  gc  back  or  feed*.    Conseq'iently^  there  has  been  more  turnover  in 
cattle  this  year  th?n  in  1949,     Reports  shovf  a  greater  increase  in  farm 
sales  and  shipments  of.  stocker  and  feeder  cattle  than  is  reflected  in  numbers 
slaiight'erec* 

Total  cattle  slaughter  this  summer  is  expected  to  be  approximately 
equal  to  th^t  last  summer*     Slaughter  may  not  decrease  so  much  this  fall  as 
last,  and  in  tho  fourth  quarter  the  number  slaughtered  may  be  larger  than  a 
year  earlisr.    Prices  late  intne  yeor  are  likewise  exp??cted  to  trace^a 
patbern  diff  erent  from  the  ai^^-^nce  after  August  la?t  year.    Prioeij  of  Good 
end  better  grades  of  slaughter  steers  may  reach  their  seasonal  peak  in  late 
sunmcr  or  e?.rly  fail,  and  are  likely  to  begin  a  seasonal  decline  considerably 
earlier  than  ia^^t  year*    Following  a  summer  do^mtrend,  prices  of  lower  grades 
of  slaughte:^'  cattle  and  of  stocker  and  feeder  steers  may  be.  fairly  steady  in 
late  months 9 

Prices  of  sheep  and  lambs  are  expected  to  continue  high  even  though 
declining  seasonally  during  the  summer.     Prices  in  late  April  and  May  were 
close  to  the  1919  record  prices  for  the  seaGon,  despite  the  larger  slaughter 
in  those  months  this  year  then  last.    The  higher  level  of  slaughter  this 
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spring  is  a  more  normal  seasonal  distribution  than,  in  194S,  when  spring 
slaughter  v/as  very  simlla     It  has  been  built  from  lar^e  marketings  of  year- 
ling lambs  out  of  the  Southvrest  and  from  earlior  rnovement  of  spring  lambs 
out  of  Sorne  ereas  this  yeer  than  in  1949»     Sheep  and  lamb  slaughter  during 
most  of  the  remaining  inonths  of  1950  is  expsctsd  to  be  smaller  thai  a  year 
earlier.    This  i-etum  to  a  lower  level  of  slau^ter  vdll  tend  to  limit  the 
seasonal  decline  in  prices  of  both  sheep  and  iambs  this  summer  and  early 
fall. 


Table 

3.- 

Average  price  per  100  pounds  for 

beef 

steers  for 

slaughter. 

by 

grades. 

Chicago,  by  ^ 

'ears  1940-49 

,  by  months  1949- 

50 

Data  for 

cover  page  chart 

Year  . 

:              ■  Grade 

Choice 

• 

or 

month 

and 

"^rime 

:  Good 

;  Medium 

CoTimon  : 

All  grades 

'  ■  -  ■• 

Dollars 

Do  liars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

■  1940 

11.86 

10:48 

8,84 

7,51 

10o43 

1941 

12,23 

11.55 

10,02 

8,64 

11,33 

1942 

"  15,19 

-  13*90 

12.22 

10*40 

13.79 

'  1943 

•  16.23 

15,34 

14«;01 

11,66 

15,30 

•    1944  ■ 

17,05 

15.73 

13.87 

11,25 

15.44 

1945 

17,  30 

16  c  CO 

14.12 

11,73 

16,18 

1946 

20,24 

19.  32 

17.36 

13.  75 

19,16 

1947 

•30.64 

2S.22 

21*76 

18.04 

25.83 

1948 

35.24 

30..  96 

26.31 

22.16 

30.88 

1949 

£3*  65 

26.07 

23.17 

19,77 

25.80 

1949  . 

.  Jan. 

29.41 

24.72 

22.41 

20,49 

24,36 

■  Feb. 

25.61 

22..  99 

20.49 

18  c  39 

22.25 

Mar. 

25.88 

24,19 

22.53 

21.21 

24, 14 

Apr, 

2  5.81 

24*37 

2  2  0  8  7 

21.22 

24,20 

May  •■ 

26,12' 

24.92 

23.62- 

'22,07 

24.88 

June 

27v51 

26,37 

24.61 

21.26 

26,47 

July 

27.02 

25.95 

23,  46 

19.27 

.  25,86 

Aug, 

28.01 

26,50 

23,06 

18,20 

26  ,28 

Sept. 

is;!  'Z'z 

•  28.22 

23,01 

17.83 

28.11 

Oct. 

34e27 

29.63 

23,24 

18.48  " 

28.93 

K'OV» 

56t  25 

29.35 

24.26 

19.02 

28,21 

Deo.  ■ 

■37.77 

29.91 

24.50 

19.23 

26,47 

1950 

Jan, 

■  36,80 

28.14 

24. 13 

..  20.44 

26,98 

Feb. 

34,70 

27.19 

24.15 

21.55 

26.58 

llB.r„ 

32,24 

27,33 

24,51 

22.13 

25.90 

Apr* 

30.94 

27.66 

25.21 

22,99 

26,94 

May  1/ 

31. 12 

28,99 

26.86 

24.24 

28.72 

1/  Avora{];e  of  first  tliree  .•/•eeks. 

Compiled  from  Livestock  l^^arket  Ifevs ;  Livestock  Branch,  PICA. 
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Early  Lambs  in  Favorable 
Condition  lHay  1 

The  condition  of  early  spring  lambs  on  May  1  was  generally  favorable, 
in  spite  of  cool  weather  and  slow  growth  of  pastures  in  many  sections ^ 

In  California,  timely  rains  improved  feed  supplies  and  development  of 
lambs.    Early  lambs  in  that  State  will  be  marketed  later  and  at  heavier 
weight  this  year  than  last,  with  a  peak  movement  expected  to  be  reached 
before  the  end  of  May. 

In  the  Pacific  Northwest,  cold  weather  and  lack  of  new  green  pasture 
will  retard  marketings  of  early  lambs,  but  more  of  them  are  nevertheless  ex- 
pected to  move  at  slaughter  condition,  rather  than  as  feeders,  this  year  than 
last. 

Rainfall  in  Texas  sheep  country  improved  the  prospects  for  early  lambs 

there. 

Although  hindered  someifVhat  by  slow  grov/th  of  pastures  due  to  limited 
rainfall,  early  lambs  in  the  Southeast  have  developed  well.    Because  lambing 
was  earlier,  early  lambs  from  that  region  will  be  marketed  in  advance  of 
usual  dates. 

Spring  Pastures  Poor 

Pastures  end  m.eadows  have  d  eveloped  slowly  this  spring.     In  most  north- 
ern pastures,  the  stock-carrying  capacity  on  I*«ay  1  was  below  averages  The 
condition  of  pastures  on  May  1,  according  to  the  Crop  Report,  v/as  dovjn  to 
74  percent  compared  v;ith  85  percent  on  May  1,  1949  and  the  May  average  of 
81  percent.    Hay  meadows  vjere  also  in  below-average  condition.  Vifestern 
ranges  failed  to  make  the  usual  new  growth  in  Api-il  and  on  May  1  were  poorer 
than  average.    Feeding  of  hay  and  roughage  has  been  necessary  in  much  of  the 
country.    Livestock  v-rere  nevertheless  reported  in  fairly  good  condition 
except  in  the  northern  range  States  and  local  dry  areas. 

Meat  Inspection  Service  Offered 
to  Local  Slaug;ht,erers 

A  full  Federal  meat  inspection  and  certification  service,  will  be 
offered  beginning  June  2  to  meat  packers  who  sell  their  products  in  local 
areas  without  crossing  State  lines.    Use  of  the  service  v/ill  be  voluntary. 
Federal  inspection  has  been  provided  only  to  packers  engaging  in  interstate 
conmerce,  for  whom  it  is  mandatory  under  t  he  Meat  Inspection  Act  of  1906. 

The  nevr  service,  like  the  old,  villi  be  administered  by  the  Bureau  of 
Animal  Industry  df  the  USDA,    However,  since  its  regulations  will  be  establi- 
shed under  the  Farm  Products  Inspection.  Act  rather  than  the  1906  Act,  it  does 
not  have  the  status  of  the  regular  inspection  of  interstate  slaughterers. 
Products  identified  as  inspected  and  certified  in  the  new  service  will  not  be 
eligible  for  interstate  shipment  or  for  entrance  into  plants  operating  under 
the  Act  of  1906. 
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The  certification  stamp  for  meat  inspected  under  the  new  service  will 
differ  slightly  fror.  the  familiar  circular  stanp  found  on  Federally  inspect- 
ed meat.     The  new  stamp  vdll  be  diamond  shaped,  and  will  carry  the  legend, 
"U,  S.  Inspected  and  Certified*"    Wording  on  tr,e  romid  stamp  is  "tt«  S. 
Inspected  end  Pas53d. " 

World  Meat  Pi^o  duct  ion 
^  ^QT^Q^""^  J-'S-st  Year 

Production  of  68,3  billion  pounds  of  meat  in  1949  in  the  principal 
livestock  countries  of  the  world,  exclusive  of  the  Far  East,  has  been  esti- 
mated by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  of  the  USDAt    This  was 
5  percent  more  than  production  in  1948  and  slightly  larger  x-hai  the  1934-33 
average*    The  194S  meat  production  vras  one  of  the  largest,  if  not  the 
largest,  on  record. 

The  increase  in  1949  over  194-8  was  general.     Only  a  few  countries, 
such  as  Canada  and  Mexico^  had  reductions,  arid  those  were  siiialle  IniproTed 
grazing  and  feed  conditions,  a  greater  number  of  livestock  on  farms,  ?nd 
strong  demand  for  meat  were  mainly  responsible  for  a  larger  output  last  year. 
In  much  of  South  America,  dry  weather  caused  soEie  liquidation  of  herds,  v/hich 
pushed  meat  production  above  the  high  1948  level  and  almost  to  the  1947 
record  high. 

Present  conditions  point  to  a  favorable  outlook  for  another  increase 
in  vrorld  meat  production  in  1950. 

THE  GRADING  SYSTSI.!         LIVES TCCf^  AM)  !i!EAT 

by 

E.  E.  Millor 

For  all  15,vestock  except  breeding  animals  and  minor  species  there  has 
been  established  a  set  of  market  grades  and  classes,  defined  and  described 
by  the  U.  S,  Depr.rtment  of  Agriculture.    Official  u\  S,  grade  standarc'.s  have 
also  been  set  up  for  nearly  all  meats,    Tfsken  together,  market  grades  and 
classes  comprise  a  system  of  designation  7'hioh  "orovides  useful  distinctions 
between  otherwise  broad  categories*    There  is  an  obviously  large  and  sig- 
nificant difference,  for  example,  between  Choice  and  CoFmon  slaughter 
steers  or  between  Good  and  Canner  cows.     Consumers  have  preferences  for  meat 
according  to  its  quality.    Despite  the  fact  that  most  sales  are  made  after  a 
personal  inspection  by  the  buyer,  a  system  of  market  classes  and  grades  is 
basic  in  so  complex  en  activity  as  trade  in  livestock  and  meats.     It  is  the 
intent  of  this  discussion  to  suTrmarize  tho  important  points  of  the  existing 
classifications  and  to  outline  briefly  some  of  the  recent  proposals  for 
changing  or  expanding  them. 

In  their  general  nature,  market  standards;  provide  a  system  of  concepts 
and  language  that  is  of  value  to  both  buyers  and  sellers,.    'Vhen  standard 
market  grades  are  used,  the  seller  has  a  better  idea  of  -vhat  the  market  will 
pay  for  his  product,  and  the  buyer  can  deternine  irxjre  accurately  ?/het  he  vdll 
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have  to  pay  for  the  kind  of  product  he  v:ants>,    A  certification  as  to  grade 
is  a  valuable  guide  in  marketing  and  may  sometimes  be  a  protection  against 
defects  or  unwanted  characteristics  not  apparent  without  a  very  careful  in- 
speotion*     So  much  reliance  may  be  placed  on  grading,  in  fact,  that  in  some 
cases  trading  takeis  place  v/ithcut  a  personal  inspection  by  the  buyero 
The  advantages  that  accrue  from  e  systeia  of  grades  have  both  long-and  short- 
time  value  in  that  they  can  be  used  to  point  out  more  effectively  the  trends 
in  market  demands-, 

In  their  more  specific  appiioaticn,  market  grades  of  live  animals  and 
meets  have  their  greatest  importance  in  facilitating  trade  and  in  making 
possible  more  F^eaningful  prico  quotations  and  market  reports.     In  addition, 
market  grades  of  meats  are  an  aid  in  merchandising.     Considerable  reliance 
is  placed  on  the  grade  certification  of  meat  by  housewives^,  and  retailers 
give  recognition  to. this  fact  in  meeting  their  demands. 

The  development  of  standard  market  classes  and  grades  of  livestock 
and  meats  v;as:  made  difficult  by  the  highly  varied  physical  characteristics 
of  both  the  live  animals  and  dressed  meat?.     The  variations  'w.dthin  grades 
and  the  limit.?  between  grades  had  to  be  carefully  outlined*    Anim.als  or 
carcasses  typical  of  the  various  grades  needed  to.  be.  accurately  described. 
Photographs  were  necessary  to  supplement  written  descriptionso  Uniform 
grade  terms  and  oonoepto  were  also  essential,  yet  those  desired  for  adoption 
were  often  in  conflict  with  terms  already  in  use.    The  establishment  of 
national  standards  was  given  particular  emphasis  v/hen,  in  1916,  the 
Department  of  Agricult^ire  was  -authorized  to  report  market  conditions  and 
transactions  st  the  various  livestock  and  meat  m.arkets,  1/     The  standards 
set  up  for  these  reports  were  effected  through  the  cooperation  of  the  live- 
stock marlceting  interests.  State  Agricultural  Experiment  Stations  ^  producer 
organizations  J,  various  m^eat  merchandising  interests  and  the  Departr.ent  of 
Agriculture.     From,  the  preliminary  classifications  in  the  first  market 
reporting  by  the  U3DA,  a  rather  complete  system  of  classes  end  grades  has 
since  been  elaborav-ed  for  use  in  all  official  market  repox-ts  on  livestock 
and  m.eats*     Changes  in  terms  or  definitions  of  the  official  standards  have 
been  made  from  time  to  time  and  are  still  being  made,  largely  through  mutual 
agreement  of  the  t  rade  and  the  Department  of  Agriculturoe 

The  various  kinds  of  livestock  are  broadly  grouped  according  to  the 
purpose  for  which  they  are  -cc  be  us'ed^     U,  S,  standards  set  up  are  for 
Slaughter J  Feeder,  and  Stocker  animals*      The  market  class  is  determined  by 
sexc    The  class  is  usually. subdivided  into  age  and  weight  groups,  which  are 
easily  defined  and  applied,  by  impartial  methods^     The  final  bre^ikdown  is 
into  grades,  determined^ according  to ' the  relative  excellence  of  animals- 
within  each  previous  grouping.     Grade  designations  ai^e  more  subjective  in 
nature  than  are  classes  and<  in  general,  are  determ.ined  by  a  careful 
appraisal  and  evalup.tion  of  three  factors:    conformation,  finish  and  quality. 
The  meaning  of  the.^e  terms  has  become  standardize(i  and  is  intended  to  provide 
a  sound  basis  for  determining  the  relative. desirability  of  the  animal  in 
relation  to  the  purpose  .for  v/hich  it  is  used, 

1]/  Previously  there  had  been  attempts  to  set  up  grades  for  general  acceptance 
in  local  areas'>     Federal  grades  set  up  after  1916  drew  on  the  earlier  -rork, 
especially  that  at  the  University  of  IllinoiSj,  where  Professor  H«  W,  Mumford 
published  a  bulletin  on  grades  for  cattle  as  early  as  1902 « 
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Since  it  \ms  generally  recognized  that  the  class  and  grade  terms  used 
to  describe  slaughter  animals  snould  be  related  to  resulting  carcass  grades, 
corresponding  carcass  standards  i/ere  usually  set  up  for  each  class  and  grade 
of  slaughter  animals,     ITiere  were  originally  slinost  as  many  grades  and 
classes  of  meat  as  of  live  animals.     Use  of  the  full  set  of  standards  for 
meat  proved  somerhat  impractical,  as  it  v;as  found  that  rnany  of  the  dis- 
tinguishing differences  in  slaughter  animals  did  not  carry  through  as 
im.portant  differences  in  carcasses,    1/fliere  grade  standards  can  be  applied 
interchangeably,  as  in  steer,  heifer  and  cow  beef,  no  separate  identif i-  . 
cation  of  class  is  used  in  the  meat  grading  'system.     The  carcass  classes 
remaining  in  use  are  primarily  age  selections  such  as  beef  versus  veal,  and 
those  for  mature  male  animals  such  as  bulls.  • 

The  grades  and"^  classes  of  slaughter  animals  in  use  at  the  present 
time  are  shovjn  in  the  following  table.     Grade  distinctions  are  specific  for 
each  class  of  animal.    There  thus  is  no  necessary  correspondence  between 
standards  for,  say.  Good  grade  ccv/s  and  Good  grade  sows.      Grades  are  availa- 
ble for  certain  additional  classes  that  lack  enough  animals  marketed  to  make 
grading  effective.     Some  classes,  suoh  as  boars,  are  not  gre.ded,- 

Feeder  and  stocker  animals  follov/  a  corresDondin'^  svstem  of  class i- 
fication.     In  actual  practice,  some  classes  of  animals  such  as  stags  (of 
cattle),  vealers,  sows,  boars,  stags  (of  swine),  rams  and  mature  v/ethers 
comprise  so  small  a  percentage  of  animals  sold  for  feeder  or  stocker  pur- 
poses that  official  grades  have  not  been  set  up  although  definitions  are 
theoretically  possible.    For  feeder  and  stocker  animals^  the  top  grade  is 
called  Fancy  instead  of  Prime  and  the  lowest  grade  is  called  Inferior, 

Grades  are  probably  used  more  often  for  sDecif ication  buying  of 
feeder  and  stocker  cattle  than  of  any  other  class  of  livestock.    This  comes 
about  because  many  Corn  Belt  feeders  place  orders  mth  buyers  for  stock  to 
be  bought  and  shipped  from  range  country. 

There  are  fewer  grades  and  classes  of  meat  than  of  live  animals. 
Beef  is  graded  Prime,  Choice,  Good,  Cojrmercial,  Utility,  Cutter  and  Canner. 
The  official  grades  of  veal,  calfj  lamb,  yearTing  and  mutton  carcasses  are 
Prime,  Choice,  Good,  Commercial,  Utility,  and  Cull,     Standards  for  hog 
carcasses  and  cuts  of  pork  have  been  developed  bat  not  put  into  general  use. 

Market  reports  on  livestock  usually  quote  prices  by  market  class  and 
by  grade.    However,  prices  of  barrovj-s  and  gilts  are  usually  reported  by 
weight  groups,  vdth  almost  all  receipts  considered  "Good  and  Choice." 
Although  grades  are  used  to  report  prices  of  cattle  and  sheep  at  central 
markets,  this  does  not  mean  that  animals  sold  there  are  officially  graded. 
Buying  and  selling  is  done  by  pens  or  lots  of  aniirals,  many  of  them  of  mix- 
ed grades,  ranging  in  number  from  a  single  animal  to  several  carloads.  The 
grade  of  animals  may  be  taken  into  consideration  but  perhaps  not  mentioned 
by  either  buyer  or  seller  in  their  bargaining.     The  reporting  of  prices  on 
a  grade  basis  is  accomplished  through  the  activities  of  the  market  reporter, 
who  makes  a  judgment  as  to  grade  on  samr»le  lots  and  determines  the  price 
range  by  grades  from  the  sale    prices  on  those  lots. 
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Table  4.-  Market  classes  and  r^'^des  -"f  slaughter  livestock  l/ 

G-rade 


Specie 

and 
class 


Prime:  Choioe:  -  Good;  Medium:  CoUiinoniCutterjCeiiner:  Cull 


Cattle  and  calves ;  : 

A. 

Y 
Xh. 

Y 

ColiVS    •«••••  8  ••«*•'  S 

X 

X 

X 

X 

OU  xlS  rt 

X 

X 

X 

X       ■  X 

X 

A  -A, 

•yr 

■y 

•A. 

Y 

Y 

v- 

•yr 

Y 

Hogs :  : 

Rarrov/s  'A^'d  •^i'^tst 

X              ^      VA.—— ^       -J  w  • 

X 

X 

1 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

"O "»  flf  Q                                     ^  • 
J.    JL^O       •    ^ASI*    «*•  • 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Sheep  a?id  lainbs  :  ; 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Swe  s  <.  Acc*-^  >■'••'>••  X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Wethers  x 

X 

X 

-V 

X 

■  X 

X  . 

X 

X 

X 

X 

17  Official  specif icatio 

ns 

provide 

for 

interm 

30iaT.e  sub-c 

lasses  of 

age  and 

we  i  ght  gro ups  for  wh i  ch 

the 

various 

ranges  of 

rrades  are 

made  applicable. 

Bbr  certain  suh-c lasses 

of 

each 

ola 

ss 

fewer  g 

rades  than  t 

hose 

shown  here 

are  available^     lu  "pr.actice 

/  ol 

ass 

£ind 

gradt 

di  st  i:?c  tioi'^s 

are 

bhe 

important 

ones,  ejid  ^.rades  listed 

this 

tab 

ie 

mav  be 

regarded  as 

available 

for  all 

enimals  of  eech  class.. 

Compiled  from  Market  Classes  and  (trades  of  Livestock^  JSLA  Deps 2H-,nient 
bulletin  1360. 

Very-  fev/  market  statistics  are  available  on  nv.nbers  of  livesco-ck  fall- 
ing in  the  various  grade  groupss    Tha  outstanding  exception  is  the  classifi- 
cation of  Corn  Belt  beef  steers  sold  or:  the  Chicago  ms.rket  for  slaughter, 
for  which  number,  price  and  weight  by  each  of  4  ^^rades  have  been  published 
since  1922,     In  July  1948  a  similar  service  v/as  .ins-cituted  at  Omaha  and 
Sioux  City. 

In  1927,.  soon  after  official  crrcars  grades  were  promjalgated,  official 
■  grading  and  stamping  of  beef  was  started  as  a  voluntary  service  at  Chic  ago « 
At  first  the  costs  of  graoing  7>rere  paid  from  Fedeial  appropriations  but  in 
1928  grading  was  placed  on  a  regular  service  rasis  supported . from  fees  paid 
by  those  requesting  the  ^\-ork.    Only  .beef  was  graded  in  the  early  years. 
Later  the  s  orvice  Vvas  extended  to  include  ?;radinG:  of  veal,  lamb  and  mutton 
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and  of  certain  processed  meats.     It  was  made  available  to  nearly  all  markets 
where  demand  for  the  service  was  large  enough  for  f 9es  received  to  pay  the 
costs.     Grading  has  been  optional  except  during  part  of  Y\Forld  Y'.'ar  II,  when 
it  was  compulsory  for  certain  kinds  and  grades  of  meat,  2/ 

Table  5  shows  the  quantity  of  meat  graded  by  USDA  in  each  year  since 
1930,  and  the  proportion  v/hich  gradings  of  each  of  3  meats  are  of  production. 
For  the  3  war  years  vrhen  the  largest  part  of  meat  production  was  graded 
(except  pork),  the  distribution  into  each  grade  is  shorm  in  table  6.  These 
data  are  applicable  only  to  the  years  for  which  they  are  recorded  and  v^ould 
not  necessarily  represent  exactly  the  grade  distribution  for  a  postv.'^r  year. 
They  nevertheless  are  a  rough  indication  of  hovj-  large  a  part  of  production 
is  encompassed  by  each  of  the  meat  grades  as  they  have  been  defined. 

Meat  graded  by  an  official  grader  is  stamped  with  the  official  grade 
by  means  of  a  roller  stamp  that  makes  a  purple  ribbon  imprint  the  length  of 
the  carcass  or  vj^iolesale  out.    As  the  stainping  fluid  is  a  harmless  vegetable 
compound  the  grade  stamp  is  seldom  trirrmed  off  prior  to  retailing  of  meat, 
and  provides  a  grade  identification  all  the  vray  through  merch-andising.  The 
imprint  for  Federally  graded  raeat  is  always  of  the  designating  word,  Imr- 
prints  of  letter  grades,  as  A,  B,  etc.,  are  private  grades  lacking  official 
standards. 

The  ribbon  grade  stamp  differs  from  the  round  stamp  often  seen  on 
meat.     The  round  stamp  shows  that  the  meat  has  been  inspected  and  passed  as 
wholesome  food,  in  compliance  mth  regulations  for  packers  engaging  in  inter- 
state trade  established  by  the  Meat  Inspection  Act  of  1906,     Federal  sanitary 
inspection  is  a  m.uch  older  service  than  grading,  having  been  started  in  1891 
and  extended  greatly  in  1907,     It  is  financed  by  Federal  funds j  3/ 

The  meat  grading  service,  as  well  as  the  market  reporting  service 
which  utilizes  Federal  grades  of  meat  animals,  is  a  part  of  the  Livestock 
Branch,  Production  and  Marketing  Administration,     Inspection  under  the  Meat 
Inspection  Act  is  condvicted  by  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry, 

Considerable  interest  is  being  shoim  in  the  expansion  of  the  Federal 
meat  grading  service  to  the  selection  and  certification  of  certain  "custoni- 
made"  meats  for  large-scale  users.     This  service  is  not  new,  having  been 
begun  before  the  establishment  of  official  meat  standards,  and  is  an  adapt- 
ation of  regular  carcass  grading  performed  for  meat  packers, 

2/  On  September  13,  1942  Office  of  Price  Administration  KMPR  169  required 
all  Choice  beef  and  veal  to  be  graded  by  a  U,  S,  official  grader.  Sub- 
sequent revisions  of  the  order' included  all  grades  of  beef  and  veal.  On 
April  10,  1913,  PIvIPR  239  required  grading  of  all  lamb  and  mutton  carcasses. 
Official  grading  of  meat  was  not  required  from  June  30,  1946,  vhen  the 
Em-^rgency  Price  Control  and  Stabilization  Act  expired,  until  September  1, 
1946,  when  price  controls  were  resumed.     On  October  16,  1946,  grading  of 
all  meats  was  permanently  restored  to  a  voluntary  basis, 

3/  The  re  is  now  a  third  official  stamp,  of  diamond  design,  that  may  be  found 
on  meat  beginning  this  surrmer.  It  applies  to  meat  of  local  slaughterers  in- 
spected for  wholesom.eness,     (336  page  11,) 
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Table  5.-  Quantity  of  ireet  graded  or  cortified  as  oonplyinr  v/ith  specifications, 
by  the  'JSDA,  vrith  ratios  to  Federally  inspected  and 
total  coTiLTiercial  production,  1950- 4S  l/ 


Year 

Beef 

Veal 

Lamb  and  nut ton 

:    Total  :: 
meat  • 
graded  2/? 

.  -          -  !• 

Percentage  of  -■-  • 

:juarjtity 
graded 

;  .po.rcentag 

e  of  — 

.Quantity 
graded 

;  Percentag 

e  of  — 

^.^     trederally  : 
:insrected  : 
gra-^ea  jproduction; 

Coixiercial 
production 

: Federally  : 
; inspected  : 
reduction; 
3/ 

3c>3'.ercial 
production 

: Federally  ; 
sinspected  t 
i production: 
:      3/  : 

CoCTiercial 
production 
3/4/ 

:  1,000 

1,000- 

1,000 

1,000 

Bounds 

pounds 

Percent 

Percent 

pounds- 

Percent 

Percent 

pounds 

Percent 

Percent 

1930 

:  79,364 

6  8-,  7  50 

1.6 

1.2. 

1,443 

0.3 

0.2 

2,470 

0.4 

0,3 

1931 

:  170,794 

159,433 

3.7 

2.7 

1,266 

0,3 

0,2 

4,157 

0,6 

0.5 

ll'S^ 

:-.  223,156 

207,437 

5.3 

3.8 

1,356 

•  0,3 

0.2 

7,610 

1.1 

0.9 

1&33 

!  254,933 

237,594 

5.2 

3.9 

1,865 

0.4 

0,2 

6,013 

1.2 

1.0 

1934 

:     ■  282,340 

261,798 

4.4 

3.3 

1,958 

0,2 

0.2 

9,352 

1.4 

1.1 

1935 

!  319,207 

267,775 

5.8 

4.2 

2,772 

0.5 

0.3 

17,538 

2,5 

2.1 

1S36 

526,396 

450,127 

8.5 

6.3- 

3,617 

0,6 

0.4 

19,021  ■ 

2.8 

2,3 

1937 

505,031 

408,353 

8.7 

6.2 

5,014 

0.7 

0.5 

.    23,755  . 

3.5 

2.9 

1938 

716,937 

602,809 

12.6 

9.0 

6,180 

1.1 

0.7 

28,015 

3.9 

3.4 

1939 

634,049 

512,017 

10,  7 

7.5 

5,684 

1.0 

0.6 

24,214 

3.5 

2,9 

1940 

649,579 

578,436 

11.7 

8.3 

6,896 

1.2 

0.8 

24,765 

3.5 

2.9 

1941 

1,279,085 

789,894 

13.8 

10,  1 

9,701 

1.5 

1,0 

32,186  ' 

4.3 

3.6 

1S42 

3,049,179 

1,485,197 

23.4 

17.3 

105,535 

T  C  Q 
.  IQ.O 

9,9 

78,102 

8.9 

7.7 

1943 

10,383,040 

6,710,715 

112.5 

80. .8 

784,869 

131,5 

72.8 

990,772 

103.4 

91.7 

1944 

12,343,324 

8,355,997 

125.6 

94.9 

1,450,752 

156.7 

89.1  1,066,480 

120.2  5/106.5 

1S45 

12,296,197 

9,176,756 

126.8 

92.4 

1,319,006 

160,3 

85.0  1,024,290 

112.2 

99.4 

1946 

9,003,543 

6,849,566 

121.0 

76.0 

911,661 

142,0 

68.6 

833,808 

98.1 

88.1 

1947 

3,427,132 

2,931,463 

38.9 

29.0 

236,525 

26.2 

15,9 

208,870 

29.1 

26,8 

1948 

6/2,375,000 

2,022,295 

31.4 

22.8 

133,591 

16.9 

10.1 

146^586- 

22.0 

20,1 

1949  : 6/2, 550,000 

2,279,872 

32.6 

24,7 

104,175 

14.0 

8.4 

107,633 

20.1 

18,4 

l/  Quantities  graded  based  on  estimated  weight  of  carcasses  and  meat  products.    On  September  18,  1942,  Office  of 
Price  Administration  PiTF.  required  all  Choice  beef  and  veal  to  be  graded  by  a  U,  S,  official  grader,  and  on 
December  16,  1942,  the  order  was  revised  to  include  all  grades  of  beef  except  Cutter  and  Canner,  and  of  veal  except 
Cull.    On  April  3,  1943,  the  order  was  again  revised  to  include  all  grades  of  Canner  beef  and  Cull  veal.  On 
April  10,  1943  Fi^R  239  required  grading  of  all  lamb  and  mutton  carcasses.    Official  grading  was  not  required  in 
July  and  August,  1946  v/hen  price  controls  were  not  in  effect,'   On  October  16,  1946,  grading  of  all  meats  was  re- 
stored to  a  voluntary  basis, 

2/  Incl  udes  miscellaneous  meats  and  meat  food  products  in  addition  to  3  kinds  of  meat  shown,  but  excludes  lard, 
pork  fat  and  edible  tallow. 

3/  Virtually  all  meat  graded  was  produced  in  Federally  inspected  plants  except  during  the  period  in  the  war  when 

Office  of  Price  Administration  regulations  required  grading  of  almost  all  commercially  produced  meat  except  pork. 

4/  Federally  inspected  slaughter  and  other  wholesale  and  retail  slau^ter,  excluding  farm  slaugjiter. 

^  Essentially  100  percent.     Error  due  to  estimates  of  carcass  wei^ts  and/or  methods  used  in  building  up  totals, 

6/  Partially  estimated,  because  quantities  of  lard  and  other  non-meat  items  not  separately  reported. 

Compiled  and  .computed  from  data  of  the  Livestock  Branch,  PIJA,  and  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economios. 
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Table 

6»~  Percent 

of  Feder&.llj'" 

graded  mea+:  in 
Beef 

each  grade 

1944-46  1/ 

Year  i 

:  Prime 
!  and 
Choice 

:  Good 

>  • 
•  • 

:  Corrmercial  ; 

Iltili-ty 

:  Cutter 

and 
:  Canner 

I     Perc  ent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

1944  \ 

1945  [ 

1946  ' 

\  10.4 
13,9 
15,7 

28*0 
30^8 
37 « 6 

2  5 « 3 
26.7 
25.6 

18.7 
16,6 
13. 0 

17.6 
12.0 

8el 

Zeal 

1944  ! 

1945  ! 

1946  : 

;  13,4 
14,9 
17.0 

34.0 
33.6 
34,6 

31,0 
30.0 
28.3 

2/^21,6 
21«3 
20.1 

Lamb 

1944  " 

1945 

1946 

•      3  3 » 0 
47,9 
!  47.7 

40c  5 
35.2 
35.8 

19>4 
13.1 

13«0 

2/'  6.6 
3c8 
3.5 

:  I/utton 

1944  ' 

1945  ; 
1946 

r  8.0 
11*6 
10,9 

32,0 
34,  4 
31«8 

27.1 
26 . 2 
24.5 

2/32.9 
27o8 
32.8 

1/  Based  on  esoimated  vjeight  of  carcassesn     For  explanation  of  grading 
regulations  during  World  War  II  see  footnote  1,  table  5, 
2/  Utility  and  Cull  combined  for  veal,  lamb  and  mutton,  all  years. 
Compiled  from  Livestock  Harkst  Fews ,  Livestock  Branch,  ?M, 


In  this  phase  of  the  work^  the  grader  picks  out  or  certifies  either 
carcasses  or  cuts  that  meet  certain  specifications  furnished  him  describing 
the  specific  kind  of  meat  the  buyer  wants.    These  specifications  may  or  may 
not  refer  to  official  grades  and  may  be  wider  or  narrower  in  limits  than 
official  grades.     Large-scale  users  often  find  it  expedient  to  have  an 
impartial,  experienced  grader  pick  out  meat  for  purchose,  as  many  of  them 
ha  76  neither  the  tima  nor  Technical  knowled2;e  for  such  buying.    Work  is  done 
by  the  regular  personnel  of  the  Federal  mtat  grading  service  on  the  usual 
fee  basiso     The  fee  is  often  paid  by  the  vendor  bo  whom  the  contract  is 
awarded. 

Many  of  the  specifications  are  refinements  of  official  market  grades. 
Official  grades  are  so  wide  that  grade  buying  often  wall  not  assure  the 
buyer  the  exact  type  or  weight  of  carcass  or  cut  of  meat  he  vmnts.  Ih 
change  in  official  grades  is  anticipated  because  of  this  demand  for  wi thin- 
grade  refinements  J  since  the  specifications  are  selective  with  every  buyer. 
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Recent  develcpmentn  in  livestock  and  meat  grading  include:     (l)  a 
proposal  for  the  revision  of  the  market  grades  of  slaughter  barrov:s  and 
gilts;   (2)  proposed  changes  in  the  official  grades  of  beof;  and'  (3)  adop- 
tion of  sanitation  standards  for  slaughtering  plants'  in  -vvhich  carcasses  are 
officially  graded* 

The  proposed  revision  in  standards  for  grades  of  slaughter  barrov;s 
and  gilts  is  an  attempt  to  set  up  a  more  accurate  yardstick  of  market  value 
for  hogs.     The  practice  of  grading  primarily  by  weight  does  not  adequately 
recognize  the  e:rbent  to  v/hich  finish  determines  not  only  the  percentage 
yield  but  also  the  quality  of  pork  produced.    The  proposed  grades  are 
Choice  ITo,  1,  Choice  Ho,  2,  Choice  1jo«  3p  Medium  and  Cull,  4/    The  princi- 
pal changes  these  introduce  are  the  omission  of  Gcod  grade,  and  additibn 
of  Choice  Fo,  2    and  Choice  No,  3,     The  proposed  Choice  No.  1  grade  in- 
cludes barrovrs  and  gilts  which  have  about  the  minimum  quantity  of  f^tt 
required  to  produce  a  Choice  quality  carcass.    The  Choice  No.  2  and  No*  3 
grade  hogs  carry  respectively  more  fat  and  produce    lovj-er  yields  of  lean 
cuts,  but  all  trimmed  c^Jits  are  of  Choice  quality^    Although  hogs  of  the 
proposed  iviedium  and  Cull  grade  hogs  produce  carcasses  that  ere  higher  in 
lean  cut  yields,  such  cuts  are  subject  to  discount  for  quality  in  pro- 
portion to  their  underfinish« 

Although  the  major  emphasis  in  these  revisions  is  on  setting  up 
market  grades  for  live  hogs,  the  proposed  grades  are  based  on  character- 
istics of  pork  produced,,    Trading  on  the  basis  of  these  proposed  grades 
is  being  conducted  at  som.e  points  to  determine  its  effectiveness  as  a 
means  of  grading  slaughter  hogs  and  the  correlation  betvreen  grades  of  live 
hogs  and  the  quality  of  carcass  produced.     General  acceptance  of  the  pro- 
posed grades  for  slaughter  barrows  and  gilts  v^ouid  most  probably  lead  to  a 
revision  of  market  grades  for  other  classes  of  hogs  arjd  for  hog  carcasses. 

The  proposals  for-  changing  the  Federal  grades  of  beof  involve  both 
a  changing  of  names  and  a  change  of  specifications  for  one  or  more  grades. 
The  suggestions  have  arisen  principally  from  the  fact  that  such  a '  sm.all 
percentage  of  beef  is  graded  Prime  as  to  render  the  grade  ineffective. 
Too,  since  beef  is  no  longer  further  divided  by  age  of  aniiral  slaughtered, 
young  tender  beef  v/hich  has  little  fat  or  finish  has  to  date  been  placed 
in  the  Coinnercial  grade  along  with  beef  from  rrature  aniitals.     The  changes 
proposed  are:     To  make  the  Prim.e  designation  effective  by  extending  its 
application  to  beef  now  graded  Choice;  to  name  as  Choice  ihe  beef  nov/  call- 
ed Good;  and  to  split  the  present  Commercial  grade^  separating  that  beef 
now  in  the  top  half  of  the  Commercial  grade  v.'hich  is  produced  from  rela- 
tively immature  animals  and  making  it  the  nevr  Good  grade.    Beef  from  mature 
cattle  formerly  called  Commercial  and  beef  from  immature  animals  that 
, qualifies  only  for  the  bottoin  half  of  the  present  Conmercial  grade  would 
continue  in  that  grade.     Under  such  a  proposal  there  would  be  considerable 
increases  in  the  quantity  of  meats  graded  Prime  and  Choice.     Less  beef 
than  formerly  would  fall  into  Good  and  Coniaercial  grades. 

4/  Proposed  Standards  for  Grades  of  SI aught  er  Barrows  and  Gilts,  Livestock 
Branch,  Production  and  Marketing  Administration,  USDA,  February  15,  1950. 
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IWiile  these  pror)0=:als  usually  refer  to  beef,  it  is  anticipated  that 
changes  would  be  made  in  the  grading  of  cattle  to    maintain,  the  historic 
relationship  betv;een  gradeis  of  slaughter  animals  end  the  expected  carcass 
grade. 

A  regulation  effective  September  Ij  1949  set  up  minimum  sanitation 
standards  for  slaughtering  plants  eligible  for  official  grading  of  xheir 
meat  products.     Plants  not  nov;  under  Federal  inspection  Tr.ust  apply  for  and, 
pass  an  inspection  before. the  mea^  tney  produce  cf.n  be  gi^en  Federal  grad- 
ing.     The  new  rule  gives  aii  assurance  tc  the  purchaser  of  meat  that  TJ*  S. 
officially  graded  meat  not  only  has  the  quality  specified  by  the  grade  but 
also  has  been  produced  under  Federal  standards  of  sanitation.  Previously 
the  grade  stamp  of  itself  was  not  a  very  exact  indication  of  slaughter  con- 
ditions under  which  the  meat  was  produced- oven  though,  (except  for  a  period 
during  VJorld  War  II;  see  footnote,  page  16)  meat  could  be  graded  only  if 
produced  under  sorr.e  form  of  inspection  —  Federal,  State^  or  municipals 
Smco  the  nsv/  regulation  does  not  apply  to  Federally  inspected  plants,  its 
effect  is  to  set  a  uniform  mdnDnum  standard  of -  sanitation  for  all  non- 
Federally  inspected  slaughterers  using  the  grading  service,  including  those 
not  operating  under  State  or  local  regula.tions; 

This  regulation  refers  only  to  plants  in  which  carcasses  are  to  be 
graded  and  is  not  intended  to  f^upplant  sanitation  requirements  by  State  or 
local  goveriimentSs  ilor  vdll  the  Federal  grading  stamp  replace  the  carcass 
ctairps  certifying  Federal,  State  or  local  inspeotionr, 

WKi  OR  REVISED  SEFIES 


Tables  7  to  17  present  data  revi-^ing  or  extending  tables  of  previous 
issues  of  this  Situation^,  particularly  the  February  Statistical  Appendix, 
They  are  derived  mainly  froi:i  recently  published  revisions  of  monthly  prices 
received  by  farmers        months  in  1949  and  of  comnierciai  meat  production  in 
7  948  and  1949;  end  from  the  data  released  I/iay  15  on  farm  slaughter  and  meat 
production  in  1949, 

Major  changes  in  meat  production  data  are  decreases  from  the  original 
published  series  on  non-Federally  inspected  coirmerciel  production  in  1948 
and  1949,  .and  from  the  preliminary  estimates  of  farm  m-3at  production  in  1949* 
Because  of  these  changes,  the  average  consumption  per  person  in  1948  and  1949 
is  each  reduced  one  pound  from  original  estims.tes,  tc  145..  4  pounds  in  1948 
and  143,8  pounds  in  1949 c 

Table  17  revises  slightly  and  adds  the  year  1949  to  the  toble  on  pro- 
duction and  distribution  of  edible  offal  published  in  this  Situation  for  Piay 
1949,     Edible  offal  products  r«v,ch  as  liver,  heart,,  head  meat,  tonga e,  tripe, 
plucks,  sweetbreads  and  others  are  not  a  part  of  meat  production  as  usually 
reported  but  are.  a  significant  item  in  the  nation's  food  :;upplyo  Consumption 
has  been  estimated  at  a  little  more  than  10  pounds  per  person  per  year« 

« 

Da.ta  on  edible  offals  have  a  rather  large  probabla  error,  because  pro- 
duction data  are  derived  by  applying  a  constant  percentage  factor  to  meat  M 
production  ond  because  othar  data  such  as  stocks  and  foreign  trade  do  not  m 
cover  all  offal  nroductsr  fl 

A  fuller  explanation  of  the  offal  data  ma;y  be  found  in  the  Ifey  1949  fl 

issue. 
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Table  10*-  Kog-corn  price  ratio  ^  Ghica-^o  and  United  States,  by  laonths, 

1930* to  date  l-  •■ 


.-^AiP^SQ*  b age d_gn_^ vi c e 3  of  b3L^'il2?L§-.^-H.^ k"^..^^/., 


Year     . Jan, iFebe  r  Mar, 


Apr,  ? May  ;  "^une-;  OulviAugo  :Sept 


Oct 


Nov.,  t  Dec^  ; 


Av, 

3/' 


19  3? 

11,3 

15.6 

1d«  3 

14a 

x938 

13-5 

14,8 

15o9 

14.2 

14.3 

15,5 

16,2 

16,  3 

,16.9 

17a 

16.7 

14c  3 

15  a 

1939 

14.  3 

16.3  . 

15,8 

14o4 

13i  3 

12,9 

13.9 

13.8 

14,4 

14^6 

12.  2 

9,7 

13.8 

1940 

9,-0 

8,9 

Q  Q 
1^  t  Q 

3o3 

7  0 

9.7 

loa 

10,5 

9,9 

9.6 

10o4 

9,4 

1941 

13  •  3 

12,5 

1,7 

ir  ,2 

12v  6 

13  p  4 

15ol 

15.0 

15,  5 

1 5  e  3 

14,  5 

14,2 

13,7 

'14,0 

15.- 4 

16.4 

16c  5 

15,9 

16^9 

±7,  b 

•17.4 

19.4 

17.3 

15a 

16.7 

1943 

15.4 

15.9 

J  5  0  5 

"i  4o7 

13.6 

13-1 

13.0 

13.5 

14,0 

lOoS 

12a 

11.7 

13.9 

1944 

¥ 

11, S 

11..^ 

12.1 

11,8 

11.  4 

11..  4 

11,9 

12.6 

12a 

12a 

13,0 

i2«  5 

12,2 

1945 

12.7 

12.6 

12.8 

12,8 

32.8 

12.8 

12.8 

12.8 

12,3 

12c8' 

12  a 

12a 

12,8 

1946 

12.8 

12.9 

12.  5 

12,5 

11«" 

10.3 

8o4 

11.4 

806 

12,7 

17,4 

17.3 

.12.1 

194':' 

17.2 

i8.4 

15,8 

13.4 

12.7 

llol 

11.4 

"1  '/ 

11,2 

iia 

10,4 

10.2 

12.9 

1948 

10,0 

3  0,0 

9  , 4 

6.6 

80  5 

13,1 

15  2 

I60O 

17a 

1d«  6 

15,6 

12a 

1949 

13.8 

15,6 

15.3 

13.4  6 

13,9 

15.  3 

16 . 4 

15.8 

15a' 

13o-9- 

11.9 

14.2 

1950 

12.0 

13.0 

1 2 ,  3 

11.  ii- 

'inited  S 

,  

G3t0S 

—  ». 

i  cr.  prices 

recei  /ed  b- 

r  farmero  for  all 

ho^s 

1930 

lie  4 

12  .  3 

13  zO 

' — — 
11..  8 

11.0 

11:6 

10.9 

9.5 

10.4 

10a 

12.a 

iia 

iia 

1931 

11 -V^ 

11.5 

12.0 

11-  ^ 

11.1 

10:-.'^ 

11.4 

12..2 

12  a 

13a 

iia 

10  0  4 

11, 7 

1952 

10.7 

10  ..5 

12:  0 

11-  2 

9.4 

9.2 

14o3 

13.4 

1^.3 

14.5 

15  a 

13o8 

12. 3 

i935 

15..  3 

15.-1 

15,6 

11,  3 

10  0. 1 

9c9 

7«2 

7.7 

8,0 

10  e  8 

9,0 

5a 

10,4 

1934 

!  6.'/ 

8.5 

8,2 

7.,  0 

6,3 

6o7 

6a 

ea 

6,0 

7  0 

1  o  c; 
J-  ^  o  «^ 

:  8.3 

8.V 

10 .2 

9,6 

9.  7 

10  0  4 

10.6 

13a. 

13  0  6 

13.  5 

15a 

16a 

11,6 

1 

•17c0 

17;  3 

16.7 

16  ,'9 

14,5 

14-8  " 

11, '6 

9^8 

9.4 

9.4 

9c  3 

9e  5 

13a 

1937 

;  9c5 

9.1 

8.9 

7s  7 

7,9 

8.  7 

9,5 

11  5 

li.5 

16.8 

17a 

15,6 

11a 

■■'935 

:14,7 

15.1 

16. 6 

14..  9 

14-,  1 

15«  6 

16,2 

16.2 

i-a 

17.3 

18a 

16,0 

16,0 

1939 

m5.5 

13 1 6 

16  ,1 

14.5 

13.  i 

11.3 

12.5 

11*6 

12.2 

13,7 

12>4 

9 

13,  3 

l94'j 

9.7 

9-.  1 

8  ■  7 

u  f  4 

t,5 

7.5 

9a_ 

10,0 

9.8 

9a 

1 0-  .3 

1941 

!l3o3 

13..  0 

12  .*  5 

1  3.  2 

12.6 

13,  4 

14.8 

15.0 

15.9 

loa 

15,2 

15,4 

14,2 

194;. 

!l4c7 

15,  5 

16,0 

16,9 

16  J  3 

16-3 

13  6 

13.9 

16.4 

18.2 

iva 

16a 

16,5 

1943 

IG.O 

16  c  2 

15.5 

14.3 

x5  *  1 

12.8 

12.2 

12.6 

12,9 

13-  1 

12  a 

iia 

13  a 

191-4 

.llo3 

11.4 

11, -3 

11*0 

11  oO 

10.9 

Ho  5 

iia 

12.2 

12.7 

12,6 

11.6 

1945 

tlS.9 

13,2 

3  5.1 

13.2 

15.1 

j-Cj  r 

12c6 

12.4 

12  . 6 

12a 

12e8 

13,0 

12,8 

1946 

1?,8 

12.  5 

12.2 

lOoe 

10, 1 

8...  3 

■lc6 

9.3 

isa 

18.1 

16.7 

12.6 

1947 

18a 

19.3 

IV,  7 

14.  7 

14.0 

ll.,9 

10,  9 

10.8 

iia 

i2a^ 

11a 

10  a 

13.6 

1949 

'10,8 

11,2 

10.2 

9.  3 

10,6 

12.5 

14:  1 

15o4 

1 7  3  9 

18a 

1-^.0 

13a 

1949 

•13*7 

17:2 

16  „  9 

15.0 

14,7 

15.5 

14.,  9 

16  a^ 

aa 

16  a. 

15.3 

13.1 

15.7 

1960 

'13.1 

i4o3 

15.,  4 

1/  Niimbor  o.f  bushels  of  corn  equivalent  in  value  to  IOC  poanc's 
Chioa(i;o  ra'.io  not  available  boforQ  Senternber  1937. 
2/  Corn  price  is  of  Ho..  3  Yel.low.     Ceiling  pricr^-s  of  corn  UL.ed 
1943,.  Jlarch  to  Soptember  19  i4  and.  January  1945  to  June  1946. 
'if  Unweighted  averap-e  of  ratios  for  individual  months. 


of  live  hogs, 
July-Dec  ember; 
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Table  11.-  Summaji'y  of  total  meat  supply  and  distribution,-  United  States, 

by  quarter^ year,  1948  !=ind  1949  ..     ■  ' 


Carcass-v;ei gbt  equivalent 


:                Federally  inspected 

:     Non-  ' 

:  Cixllian 

Period  ] 

Ending 
stocks 

: Disappearance  2/ 

: inspected 

J  consumption 

[Supply  l/ : 

1  • 

:  Non- 

: civilian  2 

• 

/Civilian 

: disappear- 

;  ar.ce  4/ 

[Total 

:  Per 
:capita  5/ 

•  Mil, lb. 

Mil* lb. 

Mil. lb. 

Mil, lb. 

Mil. lb. 

Mil. lb. 

Lb. 

.jL948  ! 

Jan»-Mar.  : 

:  4,526 

803 

128 

3, 59'5 

1,944 

5,539 

38.1 

Apr.- June  ! 

•  4,287 

679 

120 

3,488 

1,752 

5,220 

35.7 

July-SeDt, : 

4^037* 

326 

146 

3,565 

1,318 

4,883 

33«4 

Oct. -Deo.  J 

4,756 

665 

206 

3,885 

1,731 

5.616 

38.2 

Year  j 

15,798 

665 

.  600 

14,533 

6,725 

21,258 

145.4 

-1949  : 

Jan.-BIar,  ; 

4,680 

743 

171 

3,766 

1,710  • 

5,476 

37.1 

Apr .-June  s 

,  4,364 

508 

146 

3,710 

1,466 

5,176 

34.9 

July- Sept. : 

'  4,297 

283 

145 

3,869 

1,275 

5,144 

34.5 

Oct. -Dec.  ! 

4,732 

625 

164 

3,953 

1,627 

5,5.80 

37.3 

Year  : 

16,539 

625 

616 

15,298 

6,078 

.21,376 

143,8 

JL/'  Production  plus  imports  plus  beginning  stocks. 

2^^  Supply  minus  ending  stocks,  divided  into  civilian  and  non- civilian  uses. 

o/  Net"uSDA,  Armed  Forces,  aid  oth^r  war  agency  purchases  from  domestic  supplies 

and  imports,  plus  coitiraerGial  exports  and  shipments. 

^  l>Ton- inspected  wholesale  and  retail  production,  and  consumption  from  farm 
slaughter,  considered  to  be  entirely  for  civilian  consumption. 
5^/  Based  on  population  eating  from  civilian  supplies,  including  adjustment  for  ' 
under- enumeration  of  chiildren. 
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Table  12.-  Civilian  consumption  of  meat,  total  and  per  capita,  by  classes, 

by  quarter- year J  1948  and  1949 


Year 

Beef     .  * 

*  m 

*  • 

Veal  " 

• 
• 

Lamb  and 
mutton 

:Pork, 
:  ing 

exclud- 
lard 

t  All 
5  meat 

Total*. 

• 

Per  s 
capita: 

Total'  ' 
:capita: 

Total' 

: capita 

[  Total 

:  Per 
;capita 

Total        . . 
:           :  capita 

1948  s 

"Mil, lb. 

Lb. 

Ijiiab^ 

Lb. 

Mil. lb. 

Lb. 

Miiab,  Lb. 

Mil. lb.  Lb. 

Jan, -Mar.  i 

2,357 

16.2 

324 

2.2 

194 

1.3 

2,664 

18.4 

5,539  38,1 

Apr. -June  : 

t2,259 

15.3 

^  324 

2.2 

164 

l-.l 

2,493 

17.1 

5,220  35.7 

July- Sept. ; 

•2,240 

15.3 

367 

2.5 

184 

'  K3 

2,092 

14,3 

4,883  33.4 

Oct. -Dec.  , 

•2,321 

15.8 

358 

2.5 

193-' 

1.3 

2,744 

18,6 

5,616  38.2 

Total  ! 

t9,157 

62.6 

1,373 

9.4 

735 

5.0 

9,993 

68,4 

21.258  145.4 

1949  i 

Jan. -Mar.  ! 

.2,359 

16.0 

296 

2.0 

174 

1.2 

2,647 

17.9 

5,476  37.1 

Apr. -June  j 

r2,36  4 

16.0 

302 

2.0 

123 

0.8 

2,387 

16.1 

6,176  34.9 

July- Sept. " 

'  2  ,  43  4 

16.3 

352 

2.4 

155 

1.0 

2j203 

14.8 

5,144  34.5 

Oct, -Deo.  " 

?2,267 

15.1 

549 

.2.3 

159 

la 

2,805 

18.8 

5,580  37.3 

Total  ! 

.9,424 

63.4 

1,299 

8.7 

611 

4.1 

10,042 

67,6 

21,376  143.8 
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Selected  Price  Statistics  for  Iteat  Animals  l/ 


Item 


I&iit 


iJanuarv-April  Av.  : 
'  t  i  1949 

I  1949  t  1950  :  April 
:  :  : 


t 

t 

i  Uaroh 
t 


1950 


t  April 


May 


Cattle  and  calves 

Beef  steers,  slaughter 

Chicago,  Choice  and  Prime   

Good  

Medium  ••••  •••*••••  •••• 

Common  tt<«<»>*>  

All  grades   

Omaha,  all  grades   

Sioux  City,  all  grades   

Cows,  Chicago 

Good  •  

Comnon  

Canner  and  Cutter  

Vealers,  Good  and  Choice,  Chicago   

Stocker  and  feeder  steers,  Kansas  City 
Price  received  by  farmers 

Beef  cattle   

Veal  calves  


rDollars  per: 
:100  pounds  : 


> . .  i 
I  * .  i 
...  i 


do. 
do. 
do. 

do. 
do. 

do. 

do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

do. 
do. 


26.68 
24.07 
22.09 
20.33 
23,74 
22.66 
22,33 

18.92 
2/16,14 
3/15.21 

29.80 
22.86 

20.20 
24.28 


33.67 
27.58 
24.50 
21.78 
26.10 
24.  70 
24.85 


25.81 
24.37 
22.87 
21.22 
24.20 
23.14 
23.10 


19.59  19.38 
16.84  _^16.47 
14.61  yi5.34 
30.18  27.58 
24.54  23.66 


20.65 
24.22 


21.00 
24.40 


32.24 
27.33 
24.51 
22.13 
25,90 
24.74 
24,75 

20.60 
17.42 
14,84 
29.39 
25.32 

21.00 
24.40 


Hogs  s 
Barrows  and  gilts  : 
Chicago  ! 

160-180  pounds   do. 

180-200  pounds    do. 

200-220  pounds  :  do. 

220-240  pounds    do. 

240-270  pounds  :  do. 

270-300  pounds  :  do. 

All  weights  :  do. 

Seven  markets  jc/  :  do. 

Sows,  Chicago   ,  ,   do. 

Prioe  received  by  farmers,  :  do. 

Hog-oom  prioe  ratio  5/  : 

Chicago,  barrows  and  gilts  :  do. 

Price  received  by  fanners,  all  hogs  do. 

Sheep  and  lambs  : 
Sheep  : 

Slaughter  ewes.  Good  and  Choice,  Chicago  :  do. 

Prioe  received  by  farmers  :  do. 

Lambs  : 

Slaughter,  Good  and  Choice,  Chicago    :  do. 

Feeding,  Good  and  Choice,  Omaha  :  do. 

Price  received  by  farmers  a  do. 

: 

All  meat  animals  i 
Index  number  price  received  by  farmers  : 
( 1910- 14> 100)   


Meat  : 

TVholesale,  Chicago  sDollars  pej 

Steer  beef  carcass.  Good,  500-600  pounds  :100  pounds 
Lamb  carcass.  Good,  30-40  poimds  do. 
CoTnposite  hog  products,  including  lard  : 

72.84  pounds  fresh                                    :    Dollare  : 

Average  per  100  pounds  t      do.  : 

71.32  pounds  fresh  and  cured                    :      do,  : 

Average  per  100  pounds  do.  : 

Retail,  United  States  average                        :    Cents  : 

Beef,  Good  grade                                          :per  pound  : 

Lamb  •••••*..........  :      do.  t 

Poric,  including  lard                                    :      do,  : 

Index  nximber  meat  prices  (BLS)                      :  : 

Wiolesale  (I926al00)  :  :  220.5 

Retail  (l935-59al00)  :  :  222.9 


30.94 
27.66 
25.21 
22.99 
26.94 
25.62 
26.04 

21.00 
17.85 
15.27 
29.46 
25.79 

21.80 
24.60 


20.69 

16.44 

18,91 

16.17 

15,80 

20.84 

16.75 

19.13 

16.59 

16.32 

20.73 

16.80 

19.14 

16.72 

16.52 

20.35 

16.60 

19.02 

16.70 

16.52 

19.76 

16.26 

18.72 

16.51 

16.41 

19.05 

15.90 

18.14 

16.21 

16.20 

19.65 

16.28 

18.60 

16.41 

16.33 

19.  53 

16.26 

18.38 

16.38 

18.25 

16.24 

14.07 

15.34 

14,52 

14.67 

19.30 

15.85 

18.30 

16,10 

15.60 

14.6 

12.2 

13.6 

12, i 

11.5 

16.2 

13,3 

15.0 

13,5 

12.4 

213.3 
221.9 


224.9 
228.5 


213.6 
224.5 


214.9 
224.8 


i/ Annual  data  for  most  series  published  in  Statistical  Appendix  to  this  Situation,  Febniary  1950. 
2/  Cutter  and  Comnon. 

"z/  Average  for  prices  of  Cutter  and  Comnon,  and  of  Canner  (Low  Cutter). 

"y  Chioago,  St.  Lauis  N.  S.  Y. ,  Kansas  City,  Omaha,  Sioux  City,  S.  St.  Joseph,  and  S.  St.  Paul. 
2/  ITomber  bushels  of  com  equivalent  in  value  to  100  pounds  of  live  hogs. 
6/  Average  of  prices  for  January,  February  smd  March. 

7/  Price  of  January  only,  since  these  prices  given  'only  for  heavier  weights. 


23.20 
25.70 


18.50 


13.8 


12.27 
9.82 

13.11 
10.48 

13.70 
10.80 

13.99 
11,00 

13,18 
11,10 

11.00 

26.80 
23.32 

25.48 
6/25.12 
22.98 

29.39 
25.80 

26,88 
26,59 
23,70 

26,54 

23,80 

24. 60 

321 

303 

324 

308 

312 

38.55 
50.35 

43.02 
7/45.50 

39.62 
57.97 

42.12 

43.82 

21.98 
30.18 
25.45 
35.68 

17.94 
24.63 
20.95 
29.37 

20.85 
28.62 
24.92 
34.94 

17.90 
24. 57 
21.20 
29.73 

17.98 
24.68 
20.78 
29.14 

64.0 
64.3 
41.6 

67.4 
65.4 
36.4 

64.1 
75.4 
41.7 

67.6 
65.8 
37.1 

68,1 
69,2 
36,6 

MAT  1950 
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Selected  marketing,  slaughter  and  stocks  statistics  for  meat  animals  and  meats  l/ 


Item 


toit 


Jemuary- April 


1949 


1950 


"j  1949 
J  April 


1950 


March     •   April     ,  Hay 
J  


Meat  smimal  marketings 

Index  nuinber  (1935-39=100) 


Stocker  and  feeder  shipments  to 
8  Com  Belt  States 

Cattle  and  calves  ....i 

Sheep  and  laihbs   


1,000 
head 
do* 


104 

ISC 

10  1 

392 

514 

100 

141 

128 

349 

425 

63 

101 

98 

4,218 

4,082 

996 

1,082 

959 

2,141 

1,988 

562 

586 

494 

o,yoo 

Off  io 

0(0 

yoy 

Q  7  A 
0<54 

1 / ,000 

1 Q  "IT! 

ly ,  o  / 1 

«5,oy4 

0  ,  <Jc\j 

4,OlD 

o 

9 

10 

lU 

Q 

y 

11 

yy  i 

yyo 

yyo 

y  y  o 

QQl 

yyi 

1  "70 
1  lO 

10  X 

1  rU 

1  f  u 

loi 

98 

102 

97 

103 

100 

249 

240 

242 

234 

242 

o4d 

0%O 

OOo 

KKI 
OOl 

1  OA 

JLUU 

yo 

90 

lUc 

A  "7 

AO 

AO 

AO 

4o 

139 

134 

136 

133 

133 

56 

56 

56 

57 

56 

38 

35 

35 

34 

35 

15 

15 

15 

14 

15 

C  CO 

CO  a 
00  S 

co^ 

■ilc 

t4 

00 

oO 

177 

180 

31 

46 

40 

2,447 

2,598 

528 

665 

574 

ODD 

DO  4 

13  / 

loo 

1  C  1 

iol 

o,751 

5,DOt5 

1  ,ool 

1,479 

1  ,  OCO 

3,617 

3,405 

930 

989 

334 

4,267 

4,048 

764 

1,020 

922 

21,565 

23,512 

4,734 

6,060 

5,221 

2,991 

2,918 

721 

772 

694 

362 

350 

91 

96 

87 

192 

195 

34 

50 

44 

2,957 

3,121 

636 

794 

687 

755 

786 

157 

196 

174 

Slaughter  under  Federal  inspection  ; 
Number  slaughtered  : 

Cattle   •  :  do. 

Calves   •  ••:  do* 

Sheep  ejid  lambs  *  *  :  do* 

Hogs   i  do* 

Percentage  sows  ....***: Percent 

Average  live  weight  per  head  : 

Cattle   *.*.: Pounds 

Calves  ....*•  •  :  do. 

Sheep  and  lanibs  *  :  do* 

Hogs  •  :  do. 

Average  production  : 

Beef,  per  head   do. 

Veal,  per  head  .**........:  do. 

Lamb  and  mutton,  per  head  ••.  :  do. 

Pork,  per  head  2/   do* 

Pork,  per  100  pounds  live  weight  2/x  do* 

Lard,  per  head  :  do* 

Lard,  per  100  pounds  live  weight  . . :  do* 
Total  production  :Million 

Beef  *  poiuids 

Veal   :  do. 

Lamb  and  mutton  *....  :  do. 

Pork  2/  :  do. 

Lard  :  do* 

• 

Total  coiTinercial  slaughter  z/  : 

Number  slaughtered  '1,000 

Cattle  **.*  *.....  ..'head 

Calves  ...*..*  :  do. 

Sheep  and  lanibs  :  do. 

Hogs   »  :  do. 

Total  production  JMillion 

Beef  «  ..**:pounds 

Veal  :  do. 

Lamb  and  mutton  *  do. 

Pork  2/  :  do. 

Lard  do. 

t 

Cold  storage  stocks  first  of  month  : 

Beef   :  do. 

Veal  :  do. 

Lanib  and  mutton  :  do. 

Pork  t  do* 

Total  meat  and  meat  products  4/  t  do. 

1/  Annual  data  for  most  series  published  in  Statistical  Appendix  to  this  Situation,  February  1960. 
5/  Excludes  lard* 

3/  Federally  inspected,  and  other  T/holesale  and  retail.  _  •<«  * 

4^  Includes  stocks  of  sausage  and  sausage  room  proiuWs,  canned  meats  and  canned  meat  products,  and  edible 
offals,  in  addition  to  the  four  meats  listed. 

'  ^  >* 


127 

113 

100 

90 

16 

11 

10 

8 

14 

13 

11 

8 

586 

575 

549 

539 

861 

816 

778 

748 

4 


